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Welcome to the MicroMark Newsletter. This is a random collection of armed forces’ organisations, where there is usually insufficient data or volume to create a MicroMark list. As such it will be an eclectic mix covering mostly WW2, culled from various sources. 

In addition random collections of gun penetration data, Order of Battle snippets, prototype vehicle data, and other notes that are worth keeping to hand.

MicroMark News

Currently there are over 3800 lists in the collection, covering 1790 to current, and this may seem a lot, but I have enough information in piles of paper, books, magazines to do at least as many again. That doesn’t include all the internet files and pages to go at. So there will always be a program of new releases. In addition many old lists will be updated at random intervals. The 1980s Cold War still seems very popular, if not more so, especially amongst wargamers, and it is hoped I will be able to do every division and brigade in the NW Europe for the mid-late 1980s over time.

Current plans are to finish the WW2 Swedish army, add 1956 Aggressor Nation units, then focus on more WW2 Soviet lists. Outstanding series to complete are Japanese WW2, 1973 Israeli brigades, 1950s-60s British, WW2 North African lists, Russian WW2 mountain and naval units.

-----------------------------------------

First up is some interwar notes on the Polish cavalry.

POLISH 10TH CAVALRY BRIGADE 1937-1938

You will be familiar with the Polish 10th Mechanised Brigade organisation of 1939, as shown in MicroMark list P13A, but when initially converted it had a slightly different organisation.

Polish 10th Mechanised Cavalry Brigade 1937:

HQ Company











Signals Company

Recce Unit

10th Mounted Rifles, 24th Uhlans Motorised Cavalry Regiments each:


1 Terrain Battalion:



HQ Unit, Signals Section 

2 Rifle Squadrons

1 MG Squadron



Transport was wz.34 halftrack lorries.


1 Wheeled Battalion:



HQ Unit, Signals Section 

2 Rifle Squadrons

1 MG Squadron

Transport was Fiat 621 lorries.

1 Motorised Artillery Battalion from 1st Motorised Artillery Regiment

1 Pioneer Battalion from 4th Pioneer Regiment

1 Armoured Battalion from 2nd Tank Battalion

1 Anti-tank Battalion initially attached, integral from May 1938

1 AA Company from 1st AA Regiment

Initially most support units were attached from outside the brigade, a very unsatisfactory arrangement. Additionally, each battalion was short of transport, so had to use unwieldy 6-man trailers to carry some of the rifle squads. Each Fiat 621 and wz34 carried 16 infantry in the back. 

Polish 10th Mechanised Cavalry Brigade July 1938

HQ Company











Signals Squadron

Traffic Control Platoon

Recce Battalion:


1 Tankette Squadron


1 Motorised Rifle Squadron


1 MMG Platoon, 1 A/T Platoon, 1 Motorcycle Platoon, 1 Signals Platoon

10th Mounted Rifles, 24th Uhlans Motorised Cavalry Regiments each:


1 Recce Squadron: 



1 Tankette Platoon: TK/TKS



1 Anti-tank Platoon



1 Motorcyclist Platoon


1 Terrain Battalion:



HQ Unit, Signals Section 

2 Rifle Squadrons 

1 MG Squadron



Transport was wz.34 halftrack lorries.


1 Wheeled Battalion:



HQ Unit, Signals Section 

2 Rifle Squadrons

1 MG Squadron 

Transport was Fiat 621 lorries.

1 Motorised Artillery Battalion from 1st Motorised Artillery Regiment

1 Pioneer Battalion from 4th Pioneer Regiment

1 Armoured Battalion from 2nd Tank Battalion with Vickers VAU-33

1 Anti-tank Battalion: 2 Squadrons of 37mmL45 Bofors

1 AA Company from 1st AA Regiment, 40mmL60 Bofors, C2P tractors

It was at this time that the distinctive uniform with M1916 German helmets and black leather coats was adopted.

At the end of 1938 the Brigade organisation was changed to that as used in WW2, each regiment removing battalion HQs and and each regiment reducing to 4 squadrons and 1 MG Squadron.

Source:

Invincible Black Brigade, Jerzy Majka, Mushroom Model Publications Green Series No.4107 (2010) ISBN 978-83-61421-25-2

-----------------------------------------

British Losses in the BEF 1940

Came across this list recently, on Youtube I think, thought I’d add it here. Shows some equipment totals left in France by the BEF, destroyed and abandoned:

184x Cruiser tanks

23x Matilda II

77x Matilda I

337x Vickers VIC

704x 18/25pdr field guns

210x 18pdr field guns

96x 4.5” infantry howitzers

221x 6” howitzers

51x 4.5” and 60pdr guns

509x 2pdr anti-tank guns

-----------------------------------------

German 18th Panzer Division 1941

Of the above, 9x Cruiser Mk.IV served in Panzer Abteilung 100 in the Netherlands, which was in 18th Panzer Division in 1941.

-----------------------------------------

13mm Mauser T-Gewehr 18 anti-tank rifle

This came up in researching the Swedish use of this weapon. Most of the post-WW1 stocks went to Belgium, who exported many of them in the 1930s to:

China, Latvia, Poland, Saudi Arabia, the latter including 1750 rounds in 1936.

-----------------------------------------

Swiss Army 1860s

The standard rifle was the M1842/59 Milbank-Amsler. 

At the end of the 1860s they introduced the 10.4mm M1869 Vetterli 12 shot bolt action, repeater, probably the first country to introduce a magazine rifle as standard?

-----------------------------------------

Italian WW2 20mm Anti-tank rifle Company

CHQ: 1(9 man) rifle squad, 7x light trucks with drivers

3 platoons@ 1(2 man) PHQ, 2(9 man) squads each with 1x 20mm Solothurn.

As the French 25mm SA34 in Italian service was considered an anti-tank rifle, those may well have been the same organisation.

-----------------------------------------

Russian army in Finland 1939-1940

The 596th Rifle Regiment had a Separate Recce Ski Battalion with 3 companies of elite skiers.

-----------------------------------------

French 25mm SA34 and SA37 anti-tank guns

Spain received 150x 25mm SA37 in 1943 from German stocks.

Britain received 220x SA34 in August 1939, serving in 14th Anti-tank Regiment of 4th Infantry Division, and four regular infantry divisions, and 5th Infantry Division.

In February-March 1940 an additional 70x 25mm SA37 were received.

In April 1940 an additional 50x 25mm SA37 were received.

These were issued 18 each to 48th, 50th and 51st Infantry Divisions, and 27 each to 42nd & 44th Infantry Divisions.

In May 1940 an additional 30x 25mm SA37 were received.

There is some confusion about the armour penetration of the French 25mm. Turns out there are two rounds, both AP, one has a tungsten core and is the standard issue, the other has a steel core as a training round. 

In the August 1939 delivery Britain received 4000x tungsten cored rounds and 5000x steel cored rounds. 

It is thought the German manufactured round for the gun would have been the steel cored version.

-----------------------------------------

GUN PENETRATION DATA

Where possible penetration is shown against vertical armour. Any angle shown is from the horizontal. Shell velocities shown are in feet per second (fps) or metres per second (m/s)

Where it says calculated it is using the formula on the War Thunder Wiki: https://wiki.warthunder.ru/New_formuls_for_calculating_of_the_armour_piercing

As a general rule, to convert penetration at 60* to equivalent of 90*, divide by 0.866.

Conversely, to convert penetration at 90* to equivalent of 60*, multiply by 0.866.

Multiple entries that conflict will be from different sources.

British Vickers .50” heavy machine gun:

AP: 18mm/100m/90* in 1933, 2540fps

SAP: 15mm/100m/90* 2470fps

British 15mm Besa heavy machine gun:

AP: 

38mm/50m/90*

32mm/200m/90* 2685fps

25mm/325mm/90* 2647fps

20mm/550m/90* 2283fps

9-15mm/600m/90*

12mm/750m/90* 2052fps

15mm/800m/90*

10mm/1000m/90* 1854fps

14mm/1000m/90*

6mm/1500m/90*

British 57mmL23 6pdr (WW1 tanks)

AP: 30mm/500m/unspecified angle

French 25mmL73 SA34 and SA37

Finnish data 25mmL73:







35mm/100m/60*

29mm/500m/60*

20mm/1000m/60*

German data 25mmL73:

47mm/100m/90*

30mm/1000m/90*

35mm/100m/60*

30mm/500m/60*

20mm/1000m/60*

French data 25mmL73:

54mm/100m/90* (tungsten round)

40mm/500m/90*

32mm/200m/55*

40mm/400m/60*

20mm/500m/60*

40mm/400m/65*

French data 25mmL73:

45mm/100m/90* (steel round, 880m/s)

42mm/300m/90*

36mm/500m/90*

27mm/1000m/90*

19mm/1500m/90*

14mm/2000m/90*

French data 25mmL73:

49mm/100m/90* (950m/s)

45mm/300m/90*

Russian data 25mmL73:

36mm/100m/60*

32mm/300m/60*

29mm/500m/60*

22mm/1000m/60*

-----------------------------------------

Swedish 57mmL46 m/43 anti-tank gun, 1944+

APHE: 

86mm/10m/90*

83mm/100m/90*

70mm/500m/90*

57mm/1000m/90*

46mm/1500m/90*

38mm/2000m/90*


APDS (from 1949 or later)

135mm/500m/60*

-----------------------------------------

Swedish 75mmL30 m/02 field gun, from 1941 or possibly earlier:

APHE:

67mm/10m/90*

65mm/100m/90*

58mm/500m/90*

50mm/1000m/90*

44mm/1500m/90*

38mm/2000m/90*

-----------------------------------------

Swedish 75mmL34 tank gun in Strv m/42 heavy tank, 1943+

One of several types reported for this gun, m/41 APHE (which may be APCBC)

82mm/10m/90*

79mm/100m/90*

70mm/500m/90*

59mm/1000m/90*

50mm/1500m/90*

43mm/2000m/90*

-----------------------------------------

Swedish 105mm m/44 howitzer prototype, possibly 105mmL37? 

I am sure this is not the gun in the SAV m/43, which was a 105mmL21 M/44 howitzer.

95mm/10m/90*

94mm/100m/90*

90mm/500m/90*

84mm/1000m/90*

79mm/1500m/90*

75mm/2000m/90*

-----------------------------------------

Swedish 105mm howitzer in Ikv-102 and Ikv-103, 1950s

APHE:

122mm/10m/90*

119mm/100m/90*

107mm/500m/90*

93mm/1000m/90*

81mm/1500m/90*

71mm/2000m/90*

HEAT: 240mm/all ranges/90*

HEAT in Ikv-103 (1960s): 355mm/all ranges/90*

-----------------------------------------

Swedish 75mmL54 m/43 possibly, or L60 prototype, or post WW2 ammunition

APCBC:




APDS:

142mm/10m/90*


242mm/50m/90*

139mm/100m/90*


237mm/100m/90*

125mm/500m/90*


220mm/500m/90*

109mm/1000m/90*


200mm/1000m/90*

96mm/1500m/90*


182mm/1500m/90*

84mm/2000m/90*


166mm/2000m/90*

-----------------------------------------

Swedish 120mmL18 m/48 howitzer in Sav m/43 demonstrator c1949

HEAT: 240mm/all ranges/90*

-----------------------------------------

